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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . In view of the request for reconsideration filed 12 February 2007, the finality of 
the last office action is hereby withdrawn and prosecution is reopened. 

2. Claims 8-24 and 26-39 remain pending. Claims 12-21,23-24 and 30-39 have 
been withdrawn from consideration. Claims 8-11, 22 and 26-29 have been examined. 

3. If possible, the applicant should update status of the related applications cited 
throughout the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 8-1 1 , 22 and 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bunnell (US 6,1 19,122) in view of Sumsion et al. (US 6,496,865 B1), 
hereinafter referred to as Sumsion. 

6. Regarding claims 8, 22 and 26, Bunnell teaches a method in a data processing 
system having a lookup service with associated services available for use in the data 
processing system, comprising the steps of: 

maintaining a lookup service (col. 2, II. 51-65, user can modify attributes); 
receiving a request to update the lookup service (Figure 3, item 51, 52 and col. 8, 
II. 20-25, user selects an object in directory to update); 
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updating the lookup service such that the associated services unaffected by the 
update continue to be available for use while the update occurs (figure 3, itme 52, col. 8, 
II. 20-26, user selects and modifies a target object independently from the directory). 

Bunnell teaches the implementation of a management service that can be 
maintained by individual users and the management service including objects that have 
associated attributes having associated values (col. 1 , II. 41-47) but does not explicitly 
recite the management service including a service item containing at least a stub or a 
serialized object for use in accessing at least one of the services. However, in related 
art, Sumsion teaches a system and method for implementing a resource access system 
utilizing a stub for performing functions related to servicing a client to be given access to 
a server resource (col. 9, II. 16-32). One of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention would have found it obvious to utilize in combination with the 
management service provided by Bunnelll functioning as a network lookup service a 
method for servicing a client by performing resource access utilizing a stub. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make such a combination for the 
reasons stated above and further to advance the ability for client to access server 
resources in a faster and more cost efficient manner (Sumsion, col. 3, II. 58-64). 

7. Regarding claim 9, Bunnell and Sumsion teach the updating step including 
associating a new service with the lookup service (Bunnell, col. 14, II. 24-28, create new 
object.). 

8. Regarding claim 10, Bunnell and Sumsion teach the method wherein the 
updating step includes disassociating one of the associated services from the lookup 
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service so that the one service is no longer available to use (Bunnell, col. 14, II. 24-28, 
delete object). 

9. Regarding claim 1 1 , Bunnell and Sumsion teach the method wherein the 
associated service have attributes and wherein the updating step includes the step of 
modifying the attributes of one of the associated services (Bunnell, col. 14, II. 24-28, 
change object properties). 

10. Claim 27 contains similar subject matter and is rejected under the same rationale 
as claim 9. 

1 1 . Claim 28 contains similar subject matter and is rejected under the same rationale 
as claim 10. 

12. Claim 29 contains similar subject matter and is rejected under the same rationale 
as claim 11. 

Response to Arguments 

13. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 8-1 1 , 22 and 26-29 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Bodine et al. (US 5,987,471) teaches a sub-foldering system in a direcotyr-service- 
based launcher. 

Tietjen et al. (US 5,983,234) teaches a method and apparatus for generically viewing 
and editing objects. 

Ferguson et al. (US 6,061,740) teaches a method and apparatus for heterogeneous 

network management. 
Cook et al. (US 6,061,726) teaches a dynamic rights assignment apparatus and method 

using network directory services. 
Franklin et al. (US 6,105,069) teaches a licensing controller using network directory 

services. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin A. Ailes whose telephone number is (571)272- 
3899. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30-4, IFP Work Schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571)272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-91 97 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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